
PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS 
From the beginning of the war the call for pistols was in­

sistent. In this case the American Army was fortunate in 
having in the Browning-Colt a weapon already in production 
and more effective than the corresponding weapon used by 
any other army. But while there never was any question as 
to the quality of the pistol, there was much trouble in securing 
them in numbers adequate to meet the demands. T o help 
meet the situation a revolver was designed using the same 
ammunition, and placed in production in October, 1917. As 
a result the troops in France who were likely to require them 
for close combat were supplied with one or the other of these 
weapons so far as possible, but full equipment was never 
secured. 

SMALL-ARMS AMMUNITION 

A sufficient supply of small-arms ammunition has always 
been available to provide for troops in service. The compli­
cation due to the use of machine guns and automatic rifles of 
French caliber has been successfully met. T o meet the special 
needs of the Air Service and of antiaircraft defense, new 
types of ammunition have been designed and produced, the 
purposes of which are indicated by their names—armor pierc­
ing, tracer, and incendiary. Before the end of the war Ameri­
can production of small arms ammunition amounted to ap­
proximately 3,500,000,000 rounds, of which 1,800,000,000 
were shipped overseas. In addition, 200,000,000 rounds were 
secured from the French and British. 

ARMS AND THE MEN 

Diagram 28 is an attempt to answer in graphic form the 
question "To what degree did the different elements of our 
troop program and our small-arms program move forward in 
company front?" The solid black ribbon represents the num­
ber of men in the American Army from month to month. 
The lower black dotted ribbon represents similarly the strength 
of the Army in France. 


